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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Page 14, line 12, "housing parts 9 and 10" are confusing. The examiner suggests 
- housing parts 1 and 2-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-5, 7, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Stoyko (US 5,532.427). 

Stoyko discloses a housing, comprising: at least first and second housing parts 
(1 , 9) detachably connected to one another at a transition, said first and second housing 
parts each having end surfaces (4) fitting with one another to spread electrical contact 
on a largest possible surface area therebetween, each of said end surfaces of said first 
and second housing parts having at least one corresponding bend (Figs 4, 5). 

Re claim 2, wherein said first and second housing parts define an air gap 
therebetween, said air gap (16) being sufficiently small to allow electrical contact to 
occur between said first and second housing parts over a substantial majority of said 
surface area 
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Re Claim 3, wherein said end surfaces are at a right angle to said first and 
second housing parts (Fig 5). 

Re Claim 4, wherein said at least one bend is a right angle (Fig 5). 

Re Claim 5, wherein said end surfaces are form-locking and have profiles with a 
number of sides at which electrically conductive contact occurs (Fig 5). 

Re Claim 7, wherein at least one of said first and second housing parts is of 
sheet metal (col. 2, lines 34-3g)(Fig 4). 

Re Claim 19, a housing comprising: at least first and second housing parts (1, 9) 
detachably connected to one another at a transition, said first and second housing parts 
each having end surfaces (4) fitting with one another to spread electrical contact on 
substantially all of a surface area therebetween said end surfaces, each of said end 
surfaces of said first and second housing parts having at least one corresponding bend, 
said end surfaces being fomi-locking and having profiles with at least two sides at which 
electrically conductive contact occurs (Figs 4, 5). 

Claims 1-7, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kaiserswerth et al (US 3,885,084) 

Kaiserswerth et al disclose a housing, comprising: at least first and second 
housing parts (1 , 2) detachably connected to one another at a transition, said first and 
second housing parts each having end surfaces (1', 2') fitting with one another to 
spread electrical contact on a largest possible surface area therebetween, each of said 
end surfaces of said first and second housing parts having at least one corresponding 
bend (Fig 1). 
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Re claim 2, wherein said first and second housing parts define an air gap (15) 
therebetween, said air gap being sufficiently small to allow electrical contact to occur 
between said first and second housing parts over a substantial majority of said surface 
area 

Re Claim 3, wherein said end surfaces are at a right angle to said first and 
second housing parts (Fig 1). 

Re Claim 4, wherein said at least one bend is a right angle (Fig 1). 

Re Claim 5, wherein said end surfaces are form-locking and have profiles with a 
number of sides at which electrically conductive contact occurs (Fig 4) 

Re claim 6, wherein said first and second housing parts define an air gap (15) 
therebetween and said air gap is filled with a formable and electrically conductive seal 
(3). 

Re Claim 7, wherein at least one of said first and second housing parts is of 
sheet metal (cross hatch)(Fig 1). 

Re Claim 19, a housing comprising: at least first and second housing parts (1, 2) 
detachably connected to one another at a transition, said first and second housing parts 
each having end surfaces (1', 2') fitting with one another to spread electrical contact on 
substantially all of a surface area therebetween said end surfaces, each of said end 
surfaces of said first and second housing parts having at least one corresponding bend, 
said end surfaces being fomi-locking and having profiles with at least two sides at which 
electrically conductive contact occurs (Fig 1). 
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Claims 1-5, 7-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McMlller et al (US 6,194.653) 

McMiller et al disclose a housing, comprising: at least first and second housing 
parts (102, 100) detachably connected to one another at a transition, said first and 
second housing parts each having end surfaces (122, 112) fitting with one another to 
spread electrical contact on a largest possible surface area therebetween, each of said 
end surfaces of said first and second housing parts having at least one corresponding 
bend (Fig 1). 

Re claim 2, wherein said first and second housing parts define an air gap 
(inherent) therebetween, said air gap being sufficiently small to allow electrical contact 
to occur between said first and second housing parts over a substantial majority of said 
surface area 

Re Claim 3, wherein said end surfaces are at a right angle to said first and 
second housing parts (Fig 1). 

Re Claim 4, wherein said at least one bend is a right angle (Fig 1). 

Re Claim 5, wherein said end surfaces are form-locking and have profiles with a 
number of sides at which electrically conductive contact occurs (Fig 1) 

Re Claim 7, wherein at least one of said first and second housing parts is of 
sheet metal (abstract)(Fig 1). 

Re Claim 8, wherein: said first and second housing parts have end surfaces; and 
one of said end surfaces of at least one of said first and second housing parts has 
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contact elements (208) in conductive contact with another of said end surfaces of a 
respective other one of said first and second housing parts. 

Re Claim 9, wherein said contact elements are disposed along said end surface 
at regular intervals (Fig 3). 

Re Claim 10, wherein said one of said first and second housing parts having said 
contact elements is of sheet metal (abstract). 

Re Claim 1 1 , wherein at least one of said contact elements is a link plate formed 
from said sheet metal (abstract)(Fig 3). 

Re Claim 12, wherein said contact elements each are link plates formed from 
said sheet metal (abstract) (Fig 3).. 

Re Claim 13, wherein said at least one contact element has a free end with a 
contact-forming embossing (210) in a direction of said other one of said first and second 
housing parts not having said contact elements. 

Re Claim 14, wherein at least one of said contact elements is resilient (col. 2, 
lines 10-15). 

Re Claim 15, wherein: said one of said first and second housing parts having 
said contact elements has a given thickness; and said contact elements each have said 
given thickness (Fig 3). 

Re Claim 16, wherein: said contact elements each have free ends with 
contact-forming embossings (210); said contact elements lie in a given plane with said 
one of said first and second housing parts having said contact elements; and 



Application/Control Number: 10/616.1 13 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2831 

said embossings protrude beyond said given plane in a direction of said other one of 
said first and second housing parts not having said contact elements (Fig 3). 

Re Claim 17, wherein said contact elements are disposed beyond said bend and 
follow a form of said bend (Fig 3). 

Re Claim 18, wherein: said one of said first and second housing parts having 
said contact elements has an extent from a given portion through said at least one bend 
to an end; and said contact elements are disposed between said at least one bend and 
said end and follow a form of said at least one bend (Fig 1). 

Re Claim 19, a housing comprising: at least first and second housing parts (102, 
100) detachably connected to one another at a transition, said first and second housing 
parts each having end surfaces (122, 112) fitting with one another to spread electrical 
contact on substantially all of a surface area therebetween said end surfaces, each of 
said end surfaces of said first and second housing parts having at least one 
corresponding bend, said end surfaces being form-locking and having profiles with at 
least two sides at which electrically conductive contact occurs (Fig 1). 

Re Claim 20 (original), wherein: said first and second housing parts have end 
surfaces; and one of said end surfaces of at least one of said first and second housing 
parts has contact elements (208) in conductive contact with another of said end 
surfaces of a respective other one of said first and second housing parts. 

Re Claim 21, wherein: said one of said first and second housing parts having 
said contact elements has a given thickness; and said contact elements each have said 
given thickness (Fig 3). 



Application/Control Number: 10/616,113 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2831 

Re Claim 22, wherein:said contact elements each have free ends with 
contact-forming embossings (210); said contact elements lie in a given plane with said 
one of said first ahd second housing parts having said contact elements; and said 
embossings protrude beyond said given plane in a direction of said other one of said 
first and second housing parts not having said contact elements. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung V. Ngo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1979. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean A. Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 EXT 31. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained froni the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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